316                      ERNEST  RENAN                    CHAP.
but which they call God, and in virtue of that communion do a very large share of all the good things that are done on the planet, is simply ridiculous, as ridiculous as it is to refuse to see any other patent fact. The guidance that comes from this communion, and which we may call with Mr. Lilly the " inner light" or anything else we please, has been the kernel of all the higher religions. Every great faith of the world, says Mr. Lilly, " has originated in mysticism, and by mysticism it lives ; for mysticism is what John Wesley called ' heart religion.' When this dies out of any creed, that creed inevitably falls into moribund decrepitude of mere formalism or superstition."
I should not be at all inclined to differ from Mr. Lilly when he points to the Catholic Church as able to show far the most perfect specimens of spiritual insight and excellence, nor with many other remarks of his on the same subject ; but certainly, whatever may have been the case in the past, the doctrines of the Catholic Church are now not a help but a hindrance ; and they will be more and more of a hindrance as people get to know more about the innumerable matters cognisable by our reasoning faculties, and by them alone, with regard to which the Catholic Church and all other churches have